Isolated cerebral vasculitis associated with rheumatoid arthritis.
Central nervous system involvement in rheumatoid arthritis is infrequent. Inflammatory lesions described in the literature are limited to rheumatoid nodules and vasculitis. We report on a 71-year-old woman who presented with a 1-month history of headache and dysarthria, and who had suffered seropositive rheumatoid arthritis without extra-articular complications, for 15 years. Magnetic resonance imaging showed a high-intensity image in FLAIR-weighted sequences in the right cerebral hemisphere, with meningeal gadolinium enhancement. A brain biopsy revealed necrotizing and lymphocytic vasculitis in the meninges as well as cerebral parenchyma. The patient received treatment with high-dose intravenous methylprednisolone with radiological improvement at 6-month follow-up. She remained neurologically asymptomatic in subsequent years. Three years after the onset of neurological symptoms, she was admitted to the hospital with choluria and jaundice. On the fiftieth day of hospitalization, she died from bronchopneumonia. The autopsy showed no signs of vasculitis. Cerebral vasculitis is an infrequent complication in RA. High-doses of intravenous corticosteroids may be an effective treatment.